586                               THE HtSTOEY Otf HOME
reading it, it was after his death found in his hands. As he came out of his
litter, Lsenas, the same who before had spoken to Cassius, came to him, and
entertained him a long time in private ; which struck a damp into the chiefs
of the conspiracy, the more because their conference was long ; they already
began to make signs to one another that they must nW kill him before he
arrested them; but in lie sequel of the discourse, observing Laenas to use
rather the gesture of suppliant than accuser, they deferred it; till in the end,
seeing him return thanks to Csesar, they took courage.
"It is the custom of the chief magistrates entering the palace, first to
consult the divine; and here as well as in the former sacrifices, Caesar's first
victim was found without a heart, or as some say without the chief of the
entrails. The divine hereupon telling him it was a mortal sign, he replied
laughing, that when he went to fight against Pompeius in Spain he had seen
the like; and the other having replied, that then likewise he had run hazard
of losing his life ; but that at present the entrails threatened him with greater
danger. He commanded they should sacrifice another victim, which fore-
boding nothing but ill, he feared to seem tedious to the senate; and being
pressed by his enemies, whom he thought to-be his friends, without consider-
ing the danger, entered the palace; for it was of necessity that the misfortune
to befall him should befall.
" They left Trebonius at the gate to stop Antony under pretence of dis-
coursing some business with Trim ; and as soon as Caesar was seated, the other
conspirators surrounded frrm according to custom, as friends, having each his
dagger concealed. At the same time Attilius Cimber standing before him
began to entreat Mm to grant the return of his brother who was an exile ;
and upon his refusal, under pretence of begging it with more humility, he took
him by the robe and drawing it to him, hung about Ms neck, crying out,4 Why
do you delay, my friends? * Thereupon Casca first of all reaching over his head,
thought to strike Ms dagger into his throat, but wounded him only in the
breast. Csesar having disengaged himself from Cimber, and caught hold of
Casca's hand, leaped from his seat, and threw himself upon Casca with a
wonderful force; but being at handy grips with him, another struck his dagger
into his side, Cassius gave him a wound in the face, Brutus struck him
quite through the thigh, Bucolianus wounded him behind the head, and he,
like one enraged, and roaring like a savage beast, turned sometimes to one
and sometimes to another ; till strength failing him after the wound received
from Brutus, he threw the skirt of his robe over his face and suffered
himself gently to fall before Pompey's statue. They forebore not to give
him many stabs after he was down ; so that there were three and twenty
wounds found in his body. And those that slew him were so eager that some
of them through vehemence, without thinking of it, wounded each other.
" After this murder committed in a hallowed place, and on a sacred person,
all the assembly took their flight, both within lie palace and without in the
city. In the crowd there were several senators wounded, and some killed:
there were slain likewise other citizens and strangers; not with design, but
without knowing the authors, as happens in a public tumult; for the gladia-
tors, who were armed in the morning to give divertisement to the people,
ran from the theatre to the senators* houses ; the spectators affrighted, dis-
persed as fast as their legs would carry them, the commodities exposed to
sale were made plunder of, the gates were shut, and many got upon the roofs
of their houses to secure themselves from violence. Antony fortified himself
in his house, judging that they had a design *ttpon his life as well as upon
Caesar's; and Lepidus, general of the horse, hearing upon the place what